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Hosting a Geological Disposal Facility can provide a major 

long-term sustainable community opportunity

7

A Geological Disposal Facility (GDF) 

➢ uses suitable geology to safely isolate and contain higher activity 

radioactive waste deep underground over the very long term 

➢ is a nationally significant infrastructure project that can be a catalyst for 

transforming the socio-economic vitality of a community. 

➢ creates an opportunity that will provide investment over the long term 

in infrastructure, and support the creation of hundreds of jobs and the 

development of skills over multiple generations

➢ can help develop and deliver the host community’s vision for their area. 

➢ can only proceed if the local community provide their explicit consent 

through a ‘Test of Public Support’

OFFICIAL
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Radioactive Waste Management’s role

Implement Government policy 

on Geological Disposal of 

Higher Activity Waste

We are working to develop a GDF 

for the long-term management of 

higher activity radioactivity waste.

Work proactively with waste producers, 

planning for and delivering waste 

management solutions

We provide radioactive waste management 

advice, guidance, direction and support to UK 

waste producers and support solutions for the 

NDA, its Site Licence Companies and waste producers.

Deliver a robust Technical Programme 

to support the GDF Programme and 

Waste Management

The programme will provide designs 

and safety case capability to support 

GDF and waste management.

Develop RWM into a high performing 

delivery organisation

Our people are central to our 

strategy and we need to attract 

and retain the very best if we 

are to meet our commitments.
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A Geological Disposal Facility (GDF) will only be built where 

there is both a suitable site and a willing community.

Communities are at the heart of the siting process and RWM 

will be working hand in hand with local authorities and place 

leaders to build positive visions for the long-term future.

OFFICIAL
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Siting process



6

Copeland GDF Working Group
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Members of the Copeland GDF Working Group

Mark Cullinan

Independent 

Chair

Mark Walker

Genr8North Ltd (Interested Party)

Nick Gardham

Independent

Facilitator

Councilor David Moore, 

Copeland Borough Council 

(Interested Party and 

Principal Local Authority)

Dave Faulkner

Copeland resident 

(Interested Party)

Irton Hall Ltd 

(Interested Party)

Chris Shaw/Andy Pratt

Cumbria Association of Local 

Councils (CALC)

Gillian Johnston

RWM Community 

Engagement 

Manager

Gill Thorne

RWM 

Communications 

Lead

Barnaby Hudson

RWM Siting Manager

Claire Dobson

RWM Community 

Engagement 

Coordinator
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Copeland Working Group Area for Consideration

• Working Group ‘area of consideration’ includes Copeland 

Borough excluding the Lake District National Park (LDNP)

• The area recognised in the 2019 proposed extension of the LDNP, 

is also excluded from consideration

• Extensive inshore area accessible up to 22.2 km 

from coast

• A task for the Working Group is to identify a Search Area or 

Search Areas 

• The Search Area(s) is the geographical area within which RWM 

will seek to identify potentially suitable sites to host a GDF

• Defining the boundaries of the Search Area(s) is important 

in order to identify appropriate membership for any Community 

Partnership(s)
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Identifying a Search Area

• The Search Area(s) will be derived from the original area put 

forward for consideration

• Will be defined using Copeland Borough electoral ward 

boundaries

• The Search Area(s) will therefore encompass all the electoral 

wards within which RWM will be able to consider potential sites

• For areas which include potential for development deep under 

the sea bed, the policy defined Search Area(s) is only the area 

on land within the electoral ward boundaries

• The geographical boundaries of the Search Area(s) may be 

refined over time by the Community Partnership(s)

• The Working Group will use existing readily available 

information to support the identification of the Search Area(s)

• Feedback the Working Group has received will inform the 

Working Group as it identifies the Search Area(s)
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• Starts to engage the public locally.

• Proposes a “Search Area”.

• Identifies initial membership for “Community Partnership”.

Working Group – objectives

Initial 

discussions

Working 

group

Community 

partnership

Site 

characterisation

Test of 

public 

support

Time

Right of withdrawal

Right of 

withdrawal
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Working Group tasks:

1. Engaging with the community

2. Identifying Search Area(s) 

3. Identifying members for a Community Partnership

Working Group Newsletters: seven published to date

Website/3 social media channels: Twitter, Facebook, Linkedin

Virtual Exhibition: An interactive digital exhibition

Webinars: Held in March and May, another scheduled late Summer

Surveys: We conducted a survey of 400 Copeland residents in May, follow up 

surveys are planned late Summer

Mail Drop: In August, a Copeland GDF leaflet will be distributed to all Copeland 

residents

Press articles/print and digital advertising: To raise awareness and keep 

people informed

Copeland GDF Working Group Events and Activities

Events:

‘Pop-up’ Community events throughout July and August

Exhibition Roadshow: Will run in 9 locations from 1st to17th     

September

Copeland Working Group

Open offer to meet with groups in person or via Teams to address 

issues and provide information

Useful Links:

Website: Working Group Copeland (workinginpartnership.org.uk)

Newsletter sign-up: Here

Get in touch: Contact us

https://copeland.workinginpartnership.org.uk/
https://copeland.workinginpartnership.org.uk/contact-us/sign-up-to-our-newsletter/
https://copeland.workinginpartnership.org.uk/contact-us/


12

Key Milestones for 2021

Key issues 12/4

o Search Area Announcement

o Parish Council Engagement

o RWM approval to form Community Partnership

o CBC approval by the Executive to form Community Partnership

o Community Partnership launched with interim members

o Recruitment of initial Community Partnership members, reflective 

of the community
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Next step in the process 

Preparing for potential Community Partnership

A Community Partnership would take over from the Working Group 

Interim at first until there are more members: 

1. To continue and expand discussions with local people

2. To identify priorities for Community Investment Funding

3. To agree activities to further people’s understanding of GDF, potential implications and opportunities

4. To develop a community vision for the long term

5. To agree how a Test of Public Support would be approached

Community Investment Funding, up to £1million per year, potentially rising to £2.5million a year

Funding would be available for:

1. Community wellbeing

2. Economic development such as jobs and skills support

3. Enhance the local environment.

Key issues 13/4
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To learn more about the UK’s mission to deal with radioactive waste

Email: gdfenquiries@nda.gov.uk

Telephone: 03000 660 100

Follow us on Twitter

@rwm_gdf_uk

Visit the website

geologicaldisposal.campaign.gov.uk

www.workinginpartnership.org.uk

Get in touch


